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Eight reasons for teachers and students
to get on th&Veb

Reason #1: To reinforce Writing Skills

¥Forums, Googlépps, blogs, and wikis provide interesting ways for students to reinforce
vocabulary punctuation and writing skill§.he Chat and Forum modules in Moodle creates the
opportunity for 24/7 learning. Students can collaborate Vieibethread or Google docs.

¥Buddy Systems: older students can help first and second graders correspond with an epal.

¥ Students can form book clubs and share reviews with classes around the worldwiging a
Moodle Forum, or Google Sites.

¥ Students can use a varietyMéb 2.0 sites for digital storytelling; they can create their own
Google Search Stary

¥ Students can interview scientists or other students from throughout the world using Skype,
Facelme, andTwitter and then save the interviews; several websifes oh-line mentors in a
wide variety of academic areas or students can connect with authors, scientists, and astronauts
throughTwitter.

¥ Students can create a blog, wiki, Google SMeebly websiteWallwisher or Glogster poster
based on their writings and research.

Reason #2: To understand other cultures

¥ Students can have epals or create surveys using Google Forms for children from throughout the
country or another countryhey can use Skype to chat with other students or collaborate using
Google Docs, Google Sites, a wiki, or Ning.
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¥ Students can uskwitter to follow the daily lives of students in other countridsey could
create a collaborative photo project using Flickr

¥ Students can take an imaginary trip through the couetiyning about the culture and
geography as they follow their itineragTele-FieldTrip. Use Google Earth, geotagging in
Google Maps and Flickr Maps (flickom/map/)

¥ Students can create Google Sites and blogs to share information about their community with
others to compare and contrast their lives with the lives of other students.

Reason #3: To facilitate hands-on Science and Math Projects

¥Websites allow students access to weather databases and services, so students can chart daily
weathey compare their climate with weather throughout the country through e-mail, analyze
weather data, and forecast the weatB@ogle Spreadsheets allows for collaboration on data
entry and data analysiBty weatherspark.com

¥ NASAat quest.arc.nasa.govfafs up-to-the minute photographs, videos, teleconferencing with
scientists and astronauts, weather and space data

¥Ask Dr. Math at mathforum.grprovides math lesson plans, links and homework help.

¥ National Library oVirtual Math Manipulatives at http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibfaml
provides a treasure trove of math java applets for all ages

¥There are many websites that provide stock market quotations and advice and even have
investment simulationgry younginvestacom.

Reason #4: To facilitate Social Studies and Literature projects

¥Online newspapers provide current events and headline news. Students can be reporters and use
the up-to-the minute news stories to create their own newspapers. Or students can compare the
presentation of news items with local and national coverage of the same items. Use Google
News and RSS feedbry newseum.com for Front Pages from around the world. Follow
Twitter trends to assess late-breaking news and follow history in the making.

¥Many teacher resource websitefeofesson plans, activity sheets, and curriculum suggestions
for using the current events information.

¥ Students have access to extensive databases to use as inquiry tools to understand demographic,
cultural, political, and economic information. Many sitefgiofin extensive array of primary
source documents.

¥ Several webquestsfef simulations on current events, where students take the roles of various

real-life people and enter into electronic dialogs to achieve world peace. Students predict the
outcomes of their negotiations, stage panel discussions, and research current events.

¥There are many social action projects on-line including learning about the rain forest, ,ecology

politics both local and global, womeri€sues, health issues, ad infinitum.

« YouTube is a vast resource for video clipsy videosurf.com too for news videos.

- Take an online tour of famous sites. Use Google Earth to explore the world.

+ Create a Moodle Forum or use fake Facebook sites or Google docs Facebook templates or
other social networking sites to create a profile and interact with others in forums as a
historical person or a literary character (members of the Constitutional Convention or
characters from Jane Eyre, for example)
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Reason #5: To Keep Abreast of Technology and Education Issues

¥Teachercreated blogs are exploding throughout the web. Subscribe via an RSS feed to keep
up-to-dateA good starting point is weblogg-ed.com or infinitethinking.far discussions of
technology in the classroomou can also find subject-specific blogs about teaching English,
Math, Science, Lower School, etc. Create a Personal Learning Networkastitey and
useful hashtags, such as #edtech; find like-minded educators to. follow

Reason #6: To provide equal access for all of our students

¥If we are passive in not using tiéeb in our classrooms, then there is no equalizer for all of
our studentsThe same Oshort boys wearing glassesO who convinced one capable math student
in 1979 that mathematics was not her territory now have taken over the world of java
programming, downloading files, web searching and so on. If we don't provide web activities
for all of our students, then this situation is likely to be exacerbated. But even if we do, it is not
enough. Only by appropriating this new technology and requiring all of our students to use it
do we set in place a common denominator of skills and techniques. Digital Natives still need
guidance; girls who create social networking sites must be encouraged to go beyond Facebook.

Reason #7: To provide practical applications to theoretical problems

¥One of the great strengths of the internet is the wealth of real world data available; students can
learn about weather patterns in Google Earth to chart weather throughout the world to see their
theoretical knowledge of weather fronts and highs and lows applied in actual terms. Similarly
the study of economics and the stock market can be supplemented by following stock quotes
and analysisWebquests are extremely helpful in guiding these projects.

Reason #8: To have some fun

¥Book flights, hotels and check out a vacation destination.

¥There are infinite numbers of blogs on a huge variety of sports, hobbies, crafts, music.

¥ Create online comic strips, multimedia posters, timelines, photo albums and avatars.

« Almost every new movie has a website, and many movie database sites provide info and
reviews, so that you won@nt a clunker at the video store or have to rely on the advice of the
sixteen year old cashidiry Nanocrowd.com, a movie search engine.

« WatchYouTube viral videos
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What is theNorld Wide Web?

There is always confusion about thef@liénces between tivgorld Wide Web,Web 2.0,The

Internet, Safari, Firefox, Chrome, and Explofidre Internet is really the cabling that allows

millions of computers throughout the world to communicate with each. dtiesimply a giant
network that allows you to log on, i.e. connect to, millions of other computers and to the
information that is stored on the hard drive of those compuieedNorld Wide Web (WWW) is

a subset of the Internet, those computers that have information stored on their hard drives that is
in a multimedia format, a format that incorporates text, music, sound, video, graphics and
hypertext. Firefox, SafarChrome,and Explorer are software applications that allow your

computer to access and then display the information available ¥WiR. Web 2.0 sites are

those that allow users to create and share content.

Some Terms You Need to Know from A to Z.:

* Blogs: Short for web logs, blogs are personal writing spaces that allow others to add comments,

but, unlike a wiki, students cannot edit the blogs of others.

* Browser (or Web Browser): Software to access the internelie most popular are Firefox,

Safari (for both the Mac and PC), and Explpbert there are many others: Flock, Chrome, etc.

The term browsing the web has become synonymous with surfing the web or simply spending

way too much time on-line.

¥Cable Modem: many cable companiesfef more than Sports Channel and HBO; thdgrof

access to thé/eb.A cable modem can operates digitally at speeds over 1.5 million bps.

* Domain: part of the dicial name of a computer that is on the Internet, for instance

summercore.com, harvard.edu, whitehouse.gov

¥Download: to transfer data, files or software from one computer to your computer hard drive.

» DSL: stands for Digital Subscriber Line, a broadband technology that uses telephone lines and

digital coding to create a connection to the internet from your compvitde using the same

copper wiring of phone lines, DSlses the linesyher frequencies that phone service does not

need.The DSLmodem actually divides your phone service into three channels: one handles

phone trdfic, one upstream data from your computer to the internet, and one downstream data
from the internet to your computdihe connection can be between 6 to 125 times faster than
traditional dial-up service.

¥Flickr: one of the most popular image-sharing sites, considered web 2.0 because all pictures

can be tagged and users upload and share their photography

+ Google Docs: With a google account, one can access many tools provided by Google, including
a word processpa spreadsheet, a presentation creatphoto editgrand a website creator
The advantage of using Google Docs is the ability to share work with others, allowing for many
collaborative activities.

- Home Page: the website that your browser automatically displays upon opening; you can set
the preferences of your web browser to open to a page that is most useful to you, maybe Google
or maybe summercore.coifhe term can be confusing because people also use it to describe
the main-or starting page-of every website. So that when you type in dikéRlonycom you
will arrive at Sony Corporatioa®lome Page.

¥HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol): the method used to transi#eb pages on the Internet,

thus when trying to connect to a website the browser begins the address with HTTP
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¥Hypertext: the clickable text on Web page

¥ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network): a digital, hence fastgphone company protocol

that allows speedier relays of information through the internet; usually operates at speeds four

times the rate of a 33,600 bps modem connection.

« ISP (Internet Service Provider): a company that provides connection to the Inteifaat.
establish an account with an I8Mich then provides you access to the web.

» Moodle: free course management software that allows teachers to upload resources for their
courses easily and allows students to contribute to the class through the use of forums, chat
rooms, databases and a variety of other activities.

¥Packet: chunks of data sent through the phone lines from one computer to another over a

network or over the Internet.

¥P2P: file sharing sites that allow users to download music and movie files from one &@other

computers.

+ Plug-in (or helper programs): computer applications that you add to your web browser to
help the browser handle certain special files founteh pages, like sounds, movies and
animation; these are usually available as freeware to download from websites. One well known
plug-in is Real Player which turns your computer into a radio so that you can connect to the
Boston CelticdVeb page and listen to the radio announcement of the game even if you are not
in Boston. Shockwave is another popudmost mandatorylug-in.

+ RSS feed is a file that contains frequently updated information, such as news headlines, blog
posts, and in the case of podcasts audio and video, that is formatted to allow it to be subscribed
to using an aggregator

- Social Bookmarking sites allow users to share their favorite websites with both friends and
strangers; Diigo and Delicious are two examples.

« Social Networking sites build online communities and collaborations; people share interests
and activities, meet friends, creatgamizations. Facebook and Ning are two examples.

- T10: a connection to the web that allows data to fly into your computer at the rate of 1.44
million bps; most schools now have establisih&@ lines that allow all their computers on their
network to connect immediately and speedily to the internet without having to use modems.

« Twitter: a micro-blogging site that allows people to update their lives in posts totaling 140
characters; each entry is a tweet and people then follow your tweets.

¥URL (Uniform Resource Locator): the address of a website

¥Web 2.0: Otherwise known as the Readit® Web,Web 2.0 is the explosions of easy-to-use
websites that allow for the creation of online content, including social networking sites,
YouTube, Flickr digital and video editing sites, blogs, wikis, and a host of other collaborative
online resources..

¥Wikis: a collaborative website that allows students to add content (text, pictures, videos, etc.)
and to edit the work of other participants. Popular sites to create a class wiki are pbworks.com
and wikispaces.com. Google sites, while not considered a traditional wiki, allows for similar
class collaborative activities.
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Searching Effectively

There are basically three ways to find information in the incredibly rich, but sometimes
frustrating, wealth of resources on the web: Search engines, like Google and Bing, Subject
Directories--like those created Bghoo (lir.yahoo.com/)Google (directorgoogle.com), and
About.com-- or index pages created by speciakststher interesting choice for math and
science isNolframalpha, billed as computational knowledge engine.

What's an Internet subject directory?

Subject directories categorize Internet sites by subject; searchers of information can select a
starting broad category and then browse the list of resources in that catésgpysyconduct their
searches by clicking on progressively more narrow search terms from a number of subcategories.
In this way you move through increasingly more specific subgroupings until you reach a final

list of resources that fits your needs.

For example, if you were using tif@ahoo subject directory to find Social Studies lesson plans,

you would start agahoo.comand click O¥w Yahoo SitesO to access the Directory in the list of
offerings.The Directory oflers general categories, including OBusiness and EconomyO and
OEducation.O Selecting OEducationO would lead you to a list of about 40 subheadings, including
OK-12,0 OHumanities,e@hing,0 and OMath and Science.O Selecting OK-120 would lead to
another page of Subheadings, including ONewspapers,0 OSocial Studies,©O and OResources.O If
you click on OSocial Studies,O you will arrive\&eh page with a list of resources for teaching

Social Studies, including indexes specifically designed with links to many more Social Studies
resourcesYou can choose to search within the directory or within a specific caidigosy

narrowing your search easily and quickly

A different kind of Directory is a Social Bookmarking site like Delicious or Diigo, where
websites are tagged rather than placed in a subdire¥tarycan search on one tag or add more
tags to narrow the search. In a site like Delicious, you are relying on the expertise of those who
have taken the time to update their saved bookmarks and to tag them uireenglrfashion.

You can search either the main Delicious site or the site of a user that you have dis¢oyered.
delicious.com/summercore for the over 5000 links we have found for you.

Subject directories present a finite number of web links. Since they are created by humans (rather
than by computer programs), they are much smaller than search engine databases.,Moreover
every directory is dferent and its value will depend on how widely the company searches for
information, its method of categorizing the resources, how well information is kept current, etc.

As theWeb grows, these directories are really more of a OBest\0&th® than a complete

database of websites. It it helpful to think of Subject Directories as your local librarian who can
guide you through a card catalog and provide helpful suggestions about valuable books and
resources in your own library
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What is the difference between a directory and a search engine?

A search engine is basically a computer program, called a Sihigiecollects information about
millions of Web pages and then indexes the information into a searchable database. Machines,
not people, categorize and evaluate the ordering of websites on the returned searGotigte

or Bing search provides access to greater numbers of websites than a subject. dieatony
results from these engines use an algorithm to sort through documents to determine their
relevancy--for instance, the number of times a keyword appears as well as its proximity to the
top of the document. But indexes are basically brute force idiot machines, unable to grasp the
subtleties of the English language like recognizing context, matching synonyms, or figuring out
homonymes.

What's better - a search engine or a subject directory?

There is only one answer: it depends. Much depends on the personal preferences and skills of the
user Some people prefer directories because they can work their way through the categories,
limiting the choices to specific topicEhey donthave to worry too much about coming up with
keywords to use or figuring out Boolean terms. Subject directories work best if you have a

specific theme or category in mind; for instance, you know that you are looking for writing

projects for lower school science or links to teaching about the Holocaust.

Search engines allow for complicated search terms so that you can find more specific resources
by either broadening or narrowing your searches AlND, OR, or NOT or plus and minus
signs.Also, search engines have links to billiondXdb pages so if your subject is complex and
somewhat dfthe beaten path, then you might have more luck finding what you need with a
Search engine. Because you ddree to rely on the specific categories created by a Directory
you will have more flexibility with a Search engine. So Directories can be better for finding
general information while Search engines can be better for finding specific information. But the
truth is there is no hard and fast rule, and sometimes you will want and need to use both.

Are there search engines just for younger students?

The advantage of using search engine for kids is that they automatically filtefemsivad sites
and provide a shorteperhaps easier to use, list of linkbe sites are also screened to provide
sites particularly appropriate in their depth of material and reading level required.

1. Yahoo Kids: kids.yahoo.com/

2. Kidrex powered by Google: kidrexgr

3. Quintura for kids visual search engine:quinturakids.com

4. KidsClick: kidsclick.og
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What are some Searching tips?
1. Think up a few key words that describe your topic.
2. Use a thesaurus to find synonyms to broaden your search.
3. If at first you don@ucceed, alter your key words; maybe use a minus sign to eliminate those
websites that contain irrelevant information.
4. Be careful with capitalization: capitalize proper names but dapfalize more general terms.
5. Put quotation marks around words that you want to be treated as one phrase within a website.
6. Most search engines let you put a + in front of the words that must be included (by,the way
there should not be a space between the + and the keyword) and a - in front of words you do not
want included. So if your students are doing a report on Boston, but ydwam@em bogged
down with sports trivia, you would enter the search terms Boston -Celtics.
7. Learn theAdvanced Search feature of one or two search engines to limit searches without
getting tangled in Boolean search techniques.
8. Learn to use one Search engine and one Direétibf them have their quirks so you will
be most successful and the least frustrated if you spend some time learning the search features
of one site. Dort@o crazy trying too many search engines.
9. Be persistent; it is easy to give up. Maybe all you need to do is add a keyword to your search
or use an advanced search feature. Look at a several pages worth of hits that you have received
to figure out where you went wrong in entering your key words.
10. Delicious a page once you find it. Use Delicious as a search directory
11. Find helpful index pages created by authorities in a field and use those indexes rather than a
search engine.

What is a Boolean search and Why Would I Ever Want to do That?

Most of the search engines allow you to either broaden or narrow your search by allowing you to
putAND, OR, or NOTbetween your keywords. Many advanced search features allow for
Boolean type searches without tRidD OR by using real-language searches.

AND can be used as a connector between two key words so that you can narrow a search to a
manageable number of hits. For example, with Owa@ihhistoryO as the search term, you

will get a list of links to sites which have both of these words present in a document. For even
more narrow searches, you can ABH more than once. For example, "women and history and
United States" would limit your search even more since all three terms would have to be present
for a link to the document.

NOT narrows the search by forcing the search engine to exclude certain words. For example, the
search term Owomen N®BtoryO would give you links to information on topics relevant to
women but not if the term OhistoryO is present. It is possible to caxtinand NOT For

example, the term ObasketBaMD players not JordanO would give you information on various
basketball players. But you would not get information on Number 23.

OR can broaden the sear¥ou might use OorO if there were synonyms for your keywords. If
you want to buy a cathen you could enter Ocar OR automobileO to get more hits. For wider
searches, you can use OORO more than once. For example, Omuseums OR galleries OR art
history or paintingsO would create a broad search. Many Search engines have automated the
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process by creating an advanced Search engine page that has pulldown menus to provide
choices. Google tdrsAdvanced Search for easy-to-use choices.

The Boolify Project\www.boolify.org) is a jigsaw game that teaches students fleetsfof
Oand,0 OorO and OnotO on searchThsulisbsite also provides links to other resources and
lesson plans about thefedt of operator words on web searchidse Boolean Machine
(kathyschrock.net/rbs3K/boolean/) provides a similar -- if less cute -- function.

Searching the web, ifE

WebSite

You are looking for movie reviews

rottentomatoes.com

You are looking for sites for
educators

Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators:
discoveryschool.com/schrockguide

You are looking for a Web 2.0
Directory

go2web20.net/

You are looking for pictures

google.com or Rickr.com or  creativecommons.org

You are looking for class projects

Global Schoolhouse (www.globalschoolnet.org)

You are looking for e-mail projects

epals.com

You are looking for sites reviewed by
a teacher

awesomelibrary.org or teachersbrst.com

You are looking for videos

blinkx.com or youtube.com

You are looking for current events

newseum.org or news.google.com

You are looking for curriculum links

42explore.com/topic.htm or delicious.com/summercore

You are looking for PowerPoint
presentations for classroom use

Advanced search in google- choose ppt in format dropdown

You are looking for people to follow
in Twitter

wefollow.com or iol.ie/~inchvec/edutwittersdir.html

You are looking for Cool Sites

exploratorium.edu/learning_studio/sciencesites.htmi

You are looking for Summercore

summercore.com
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Using Google Effectively

Google®search algorithm dérs from those of other search engines because it returns queries
based on popularityts responses to searches are always topnotch because it finds sites that have
been deemed Olink-worthyO by other websites. Gevggeirectory is quite good. GoogieO
searches are alwapd\D searches so you do not need to add + sifmsAdvanced Search

features real-language searches. Google News is terrific, the best on the web, and its Image
Search is also terrific. Google provides reverse directories: type a phone number into the search
box and Google provides the name, address and directions to thatpbmsorO

Here are some suggestions for fine-tuning your search in Google
1. After entering search terms, click on OIOm feeling luckyO to go to the site Google recommends.
2. Click onAdvanced Search to gain access to Parental filters, the ability to search for all of the
words, any of the words, the exact phrase, without some words, the ability to search in a specific
language, and the ability to narrow the occurrence of a word to anywhere on the page, in the title
only, or in the URLonly. Scroll down to find the ability to find pages that link to a specific page.
3. Google searches a#®\D searches by default. If you want an OR search, use an Uppercase
OR between the search terms.
4. To require a search on a specific word, type the "+" sign in front of the term. Be sure to
include a space before the "+" sigffiou can exclude a word from your search by putting a
minus sign ("-") immediately in front of the term you want to avoid. (Be sure to include a
space before the minus sign.)
5. Along theleft-hand panelthere are features to limit the search for sites/news posted within
the past dayweek, or yearor a specific date range as well as searches within blogs,
discussions, news, videos. Google reveals the most relevant search options first.
6. To search throughwitter and Facebook comments on your topic, click on More in the
sidebarthen on Updates.
7. Theleft-hand paneteature allows you to limit an image search by size, type (clip art, photo,
Face, line drawing) or by color
8. Click on More Searchiools to search throughVdonderWheel or arimeline:

boston celtics

-]
(7]

- wallpaper
| | Add
boston celtics logo boston her: | Type your own...
Boston Date Of Discovery
Celtics Mass

boston celt | gyrface Area

boston red sox roster

Discovered By

boston alobe boston celtics Composition
,—g_ H .
pictures Diameter
Temperature

Circumference
9. To view previews of websites, click on More Sedrobls, then Equatorial Rotation Velocity
on Page Previews. Average Orbital Speed
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Other Cool Google Features

Google News

Click on ONewOs on the top menu or onetitdrand pankto search for your topic within 10600

of news agencies; ugelvanced Search to limit the time parameters. Click on Oall news articlesO
to compare the coverage of your topic from news agencies throughout the country and the world.
This feature is particularly useful for media literacy and journalism courses, and it is also useful
for any research on contemporary issues and current events.

Web Images Videos Maps News Shopping Gmail more v

GOL )8[C NeWwsS Boston Celtics Search | Advanced Search

Google Squared

Currently a lab feature, Google Squared has great potential for classrodknaessed by
www.google.com/squarethis search strategy returns search results as squares in a spreadsheet
format, structuring the unstructured data on the web into categories appropriate for the search
term. Google calls it a semantic search tool that works best when searching for specific types of
targeted searches; for instance, a Google Squared search of OplanetsO would create a grid of
results categorized by Image, Description, Esaégecity, Satellites, andlbedo.

GO ( )8.€ Sq ua red planets Square it | Add to this Square
planets
Item Name Image Description Escape Velocity Satellites Albedo

Earth Earth is an ocean planet. Our home world's  11.186 km/s 1 0.367

abundance of water - and life - makes it
unigue in our solar system. Other planets,
plus a few moons, have ice, ...

el
&-ﬂ
Jupiter Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sunand  59.5 km/s 63 0.52
the largest planet within the Solar System. It
is a qas qiant with a mass slightly less than
en.wikipedia.org
Venus The Planet Venus is the second closest 10.46 km/s None 0.65
planet to the sun. It is located between our

Earth and Mercury. It is named after the
Roman goddess of love and ...

A terrific feature is the ability to add more search categories to access more information.
Additonally, searches can be saved or exported into google spreadsheets or afiatCHe
imported into Excel. Students can then collaborate in adding data or categories to fill out the
necessary information about each result.
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Google Image Swirl

Unobtrusively placed on the image search page is the option for a Google Image Swirl. Entering
your search term and then clicking on Google Image Swirl, takes you to the Swirl option which

returns a wonder wheel of images by clicking on any one of the images presented. Each image is
clickable to reveal similar images.

Google Fast Flip

Another lab item, Fast Flip aggregates newspapers and magazines, allowing you to OthumbO your
way through current event topi@sccess this feature through fastflip.googlelabs.com/ and search

for current events topics for a visual search through stories online; similar to google news search,
Fast Flip allows you to skim through the results.

Google NewsTimeline

This lab feature (accessed by newstimeline.googlelabs.com) allows users to view their search
results on a browsable, graphical timeline. Available data sources include recent and historical
news, scanned newspapers and magazines, blog posts, sports scores, and information about
various types of media, like music albums and movies. Users can search news videos, quotes,
magazines, and Tweeters. A search for Obama and news videos reveals a video timeline:

LOO0gse news timeline [News 2] (‘Add query ) About Timeline
labs Sign in
Example: Barack Obama
Obama News Videos save {3 Time Magazine £ Wikipedia Events [ Add More Queries
Show: [ Day  's] Size:[ Medium 4] Date: Go ) @ (This week )
< April 28, 2010 April 28, 2010 April 30, 2010 May 1, 2010
April 28th 02:55 April 30th 19:28 May 1st 11:52
Obama & 107 Yr Old In lowa Consumers Bounce Back, but  Obama to Fight for New
Diner GDP Still Weak Campaign Finance Rules
A ated Press Video The A iated Video

The UpTake Video The
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10 Quick and Fuithings to do on th&/eb

1. WatchTV shows:
¥ Hulu (www.hulu.com)
¥ ABC or NBC showstbc.comor nbc.con)

2. Check out sports news and inside info:
¥ Pro FootbalWeekly (profootballweeklgom/)
¥ Baseball Reference (baseball-reference.com)
¥ Real General Manager (realgm.com)
¥ More Than Just the Facts (rototimes.com)

3. Check out movies or television:
¥ RottenTomatoes (rottentomatoes.com)
¥ ZapTV (zap2it.com)
¥ Nanocrowd (nanocrowd.com)

4. Save money with online discount coupons
¥ Retail me not (retailmenot.com)

5. Check out cool gadgets and technology news
¥ Engadget (engadget.com)
¥ Gizmodo (gizmodo.com/)

6. Comparison shop
¥ Nextag (nextag.com)
¥ Bizrate (bizrate.com)
¥ Fatwallet (fatwallet.com)

7. Plan a vacation
. SmarterTravel Emartertravel.coin

. Expedia éxpedia.com

8. Get parenting tips
¥ Family.Com (familyfun.go.com)
¥ Tufts University FamilywebGuide (cfwtufts.edu)

9. Buy handmade jewelrpags, potterygifts
¥ Etsy (etsycom)

10. Get recipes
¥ Meals for you (mealsforyou.com)
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10 Places Great for Students

1. Math Help Lower School:
¥ The Math Forum (mathforum.gy

2. Math Help Upper School:
¥ Frank Potte® Math Gems (sciencegems.com/math.html)

3. Social Studies Lower School:
¥ K-5 Social Studies Links (mrnussbaum.com/circumcode.htm)

4. History Upper School:
¥ Interactive History Resources (jc-schools.net/tutorials/interact-socst.htm)

5. Science Lower School:
¥ SCORE Kids@orner (scorescience.humboldt.k12.ca.us/fast/kids.htm)

6. Science Upper School:
¥ [Instructional Material for Science Educatidncsu.edu/imse/index.him

7. English Upper School:
¥ Literary Resources on the Net (andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/)
¥ Guide to Grammar and/riting (grammaiccc.commnet.edu/grammar/)

8. Languagérts Lower School
¥ Carol Hurst€Literature Site (carolhurst.com/index.html)
¥ Big Dog Grammar (aliscot.com/bigdog/)

9. Foreign Language and Latin
¥ French Culture and Literature (cortland.edu/flteach/flteach-res.html)
¥ Spanish Grammar (coll®du/~bknelson/SLC/index.php/)

10. Research andiriting Help

¥ A+ Research andriting (ipl.org/div/aplus)
¥ OnlineWriting Lab (owl.english.purdue.edu)
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Tips for classroom use

- Global connections withoicethread, Skyp&witter, wiki and blog projects
- Collaborative writing and research activities with Godgbps
- Comparing and analyzing data downloaded from web into Google Spreadsheets
- Creating and responding to surveys
- Posing real-world problems that students must solve
- Finding up to date data from government sources
- Comparing current events reporting with Google Néwstter, and blogs
- Explore weather information in Google Earth
- View videos fromyouTube, Open Culture, tines U
- Finding and creatingvebQuests for class activities
- Creating a media literacy unit
- Creating a Digital Citizenship unit

When using in the classroom

- first explore the websites and create study guides and activities

- Use Delicious or Diigo for social bookmarking, or create a Moodle page of links
- get involved with blogs, wikis, and twitter to share ideas

- get involved with an established group project

. publish your studentsésearch and analysis so they leave a legacy to others

Checking the validity of a page
- first check the domain in the URL. Perhaps your students are researching breasscancer
company$site might have information slanted towards a particular drug or treatment while a
government site might be unbiased.
- next check the links associated with the website to see if they reveal a specifidsoiase
Google to see what sites have links to that site.
- check to see if there is an author attributed to information or some specific university or
museum research team. Check the date to see is information is current.
- compare information on several similar sites and then check facts out against a published
book or encyclopedia
- Use the Popular feature in Delicious (See Chapter 16 for a discussion of Delicious)
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Online classroom projects

1. Explore Current Events or tfent cultures: Divide class into groups of 2 or 3, and assign
each group to study the headline of dedldnt newspaper from around the counfigreign
language students can explore the headlinesfefelift newspapers from around the world. Use
Google News features to create the comparisons or try newsguheach students about RSS
feeds to manage the constantly changing information. Search Quegtés to find popular
searches and Goodléneline to see the scope of articles about the event. Follow late-breaking
stories as they are reported and commented upbwiiter.

2. Invest funds in the stock market: Each student can have money to invest, perhaps based on
money they earn through a class based business piidjecthave each student explore
younginvestacom and visit the library section to learn about investment strategies and then have
each take the quiz on money know-h@w to Google and search for investing webquests or

stock market webquests.

3. Enter a Ovirtual science fairO as students work in groups to solve a real-world problem by
researching it both on andfdihe and then posting their own solution to it. See ncgéa.or
sciencefair/plan/online.html for information. Google also runs a Science Fair

4. Use thaVhite House page (whitehouse.gov) as a base for civics, language arts or history
projects. Students can explore important social topics and the Presjatepti3als and then
create a debate on the key issues. Or students can assess the Rrigikirgfeeches on
YouTube. Students can also access federal government statistics on the economy and
demographics and then import that data into a spreadsheet for analysis.

5. Students can create their oWeb pages using Google Sites/deebly each group writing a

review of a novel and perhaps including a picture, photo or poem to go along with the novel. In
addition, each group can add links¥eb pages about the authifrstudents have read books

that cover certain time period, then they can create an online timeline comparing events in the
novels to real world events. Students can create their own blogs or collaborate on a class blog or
wiki project. The advantage of blogs and wikis is that students do not have to know EddéL

to create attractive and interesting websiteg.Glogstercom for an easy way to create a

multimedia web page. Create a forum in Moodle for book club discussions.

6. Spend a day in the life as a citizen of another culture. Each group can either access one
culture, with each group assigned to a specific aspect of a day in the life, such as schooling,
weathey housing, food, customs, etc. or each group can reseaietedifculturesTry Flickr

Map to access images from around the world. Create a Google Earth narrated tour of the country
Use capzles.com to create a multimedia timeline of the day
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7. Explore Ellis Island (ellisisland.com) and have students trace the paths that an immigrant
would take to gain access to the US. Students can download sound clips to hear about the
immigrant experiencéhen students can search their great-grandpaiemts@ration records at
ellisislandrecords.gr. Great immigration webquests abound on the Wkby can create a
Google Earth overlay charting the immigration route or create a Google Site about their
ancestorsfackground.

8. Experiment with the dérent layers of Google Earthihe History and time lapse overlays are
terrific for understanding the ways that civilizations and terrain change through time. Explore
weather patterns or the history of Roman architecture. Zoom in to street view to see foreign
countries. Create a Owhere in the worldO scavenger hunt using the find businesses feature in
Google Earth. Students can plan a day touring around.a city

9. Learn about Jankusten and Pride and Prejudice (http://wyamberleycom) by exploring
the hypertext version of the novel. Students can be assigned specific chapters or specific
themes as they are presented onWeb pageThey can explordustenLife andTimes,
read articles, or vishusten countryAusten blogs exist or students can create their own and
blog about the themes of the novel or use a blog as a reading journal. Create a Facebook page,
a Moodle forum or a Ning and require students to create a profile for a character from the
novel to respond to questions in the forum in the role of their chosen chaBaetlemts can
even tweet their way through the novel, either by sharing their thoughts, links, and responses
with each other as they read or by tweeting as if they were one of the characters. Find an
Austen scholar to skype or tweet with.
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WebQuests

summercore.com presents a sampling of webquest resources anéldedsling to Bernie
Dodge, thevebquesfounder OAwvebquests an inquiry-oriented activity in which most or all of
the information used by learners is drawn fromwWeb.Webquestsre designed to use learners’
time well, to focus on using information rather than looking for it, and to support learners’
thinking at the levels of analysis, synthesis and evaluatidre@odel was developed in early
1995 at San Diego State University by Bernie DodgeTana March An exciting and

innovative use of the web, webquests allow teachers to create form out of chaos. Either by
creating their ownwvebquesbr using those previously created, teachers can guide students
through a use of th&/WW that typifies Bloon&Xaxonomy of higher and lower end thinking
skills, with the emphasis on higher level skills.

A wealth ofwebquesexist for all grade levels and subject ardde quests range from
simulation scenarios to specific real-world problems and questions that need to be answered
based on web exploration. Searching in Google for your topic +webquest will reveal wide
variety of webquests includinthe Harlem Renaissancihe Bill of Rights, KingTut, Civil War,
DealingWith Adversity The Renaissance, Countries of Werld, Simple Machines, Rainforest,
Immigration,Anne Frank, Dinosaurs, and many more. Bernie Doslga@e contains a rubric for
creating webqguests and a templdtais site also contains thoughtful pedagogy about the
advantage of using webquests. Students can create their own and submit them to the annual
competition afr hinkquest.comWebquests can culminate with a mock trial, a newspaper
PowerPoint, Keynote or Googlgps presentation, a persuasive speech, a creative design or
project, an iMovie or MovieMaker documentaayVeb 2.0 creation, a town council meeting, a
debate.

An easy way to create a webquest is to use Glogsserthe linking and multimedia abilities to
provide information about the problem to be solved, the task, the resources, and the project to be
created. Similarlya Google Site could be used to create a webquest by taking advantage of the
ease of adding pages and navigating with the sidElan a Moodle page could be created to

use for a webquest, and student projects could then be uploaded as Moodle assigidaents.
projects could also be uploaded to Google Docs and then embedded into Moodle.
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Safety Issues and the Web

Derek Bok, former President of Harvard Universitgce commentedT®e real impact of
technology will be the issues that are raised rather than the tools it gid&&issassessment
certainly holds true for the concerns about safety raised by student w&thilsethe Media
continues to sound the alarm about childsers® of instant messaging, chatrooms, blogs, and a
plethora of websites designed for the revelation of intimate details about every t&lifager

the issues still need to be addressed.

A recent news special on safety concerns raised the central issue: the relationship between adult
and child A group of middle school children assembled to discuss net.Saegn asked if they

had been approached online in an inappropriate absaised their hands Oyed/fen asked if

they had informed their parents, no one raised a [Admslresponse is telling: the children

feared parental displeasure and additional supervision more than the unwanted advances of
strangers.

Both parents and teachers need to be more proactive in learning about these issues and
addressing the potential for problems. Schools needdpdét Safety newsletters and meetings
for parents, so here is a basic list of safety know-how

Advise parents to become involved:
- Parents need to take time to see what children are doing online- what are their primary
destinations; what games are they playing; what websites do they frequent.
- Parents need to keep up with technoldggt children teach parents about the internet
- Parents should surf sites with their children to discuss appropriate uses and sites
- The computer should be placed in a public area
- Parents and teachers need to work with children to teach them how to assess the value
and accuracy of sites (See martinlutherkirgy.arnotoriously misleading hate site)

Both parents and teachers need to address safety concerns:
. Go over Kids®ules for online safety (safekids.com/kidsrules.htm)
- Post Safety Rules by the computer
- Work with children to develop critical skills: Internal Filtering and Blocking
- Learn how to examine yoiWeb browse® OHistoryO files, or cache. Even if you don®
do it, make sure your children knowsitidssible for you to know where theyOve been.
- Look around their desktop, start menu, or applications folder for suspicious programs.
- Search for .jpg and .mp3 files to find illegal downloads
- A recent study conducted by the Center for Missing and Exploited Children
(missingkids.ay/) revealed that 28% of parents "don't know or are not sure if their teens
talk to strangers online," and 30% allow their teenagers to use the computer in private
areas of the housAs for the acronyms kids use in IM, 57% of parents don't know LOL
(laughing out loud), 68% don't know OBRBO (be right back), 92% don't know OA/S/
LO (age/sex/location, which kids shouldn't give out online), and 95% don't know
OPOSO (parent over shoulder) or 1P9(parent alert).
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Young children need to be fenced in:
- Create a list of safe favorites
- Provide specific web resources for schoolwork and resource projects
- Use child-safe index pages and search engines.
. Search for OKid Safe Search EnginesO in Google

Discuss Responsible Behavior:
- Online etiquette should be nofeifent than dfine etiquette
- Itis too easy to be unkind online
- Discuss information that should never be divulged
- Itis too easy to be a bully online

What is a Blog:
- Majority of bloggers are teens and young adults. 90% of those with blogs are between
13 and 29 years old; 51% are between 13 and 19
- As of June 2007, there were over 70 million blogs
- A blog is a public journal or diary; both children and adults post daily entries, detailing
events in their lives, their thoughts, secrets, and opinions. Frequently bloggers become
part of a blogging communityinking their pages to each othposting their IM names,
their e-mail address, and commenting on each @hevelations. Many blogs contain
pictures of the blogger and his/her friends.
- So what is the concern? Some blogs reveal far too much information, turning a private
event into a public posting. Many teenagers reveal intimate details about their sexual
history, daily activities, and the lives of their friends, famayd teacher3eens tended
to reveal more personal details on blogs than in chatrooms and forums
. According to the Nework Times, a blog is Oa kind of invisible high school that floats
above the dalily life of teenagersO
- Several diferent sites dér free blogs:edublogsg@rwordpress.com,. bloggers.com,
kidblog.og

What is a Chat room:
- In a chat rooms, groups of users carry on a typed conversation in real tifaeerif
websites sponsor chat rooms, and some are moderated. Participants type in their
comments and responses which then appear on a computer screen for all to see. Chat
rooms difer from IMing because they happen within in a web browskile IMing uses
internet messaging software.
- Tips for parents: create an alias with your child. Many spammers use names they can
easily collect from a chat room. Enter a chat room with your child. Remind children that
chatrooms are Opublic places;O Reinforce basic rules. Do not let your child chat in
unmoderated chat rooms. Get to know your childregBerfriends.
- Visit chatdangecom for more information.
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What is e-mail netiquette:
. Tips for parents: Be aware of all your chi@@mail accounts; fraéfeb e-mail may
allow your child to have other of e-mail accounts you tliknéwv aboutTell them to
keep passwords private. Stress Kindn&eB.children to obeyhe Read iAloud Rule;
this rule might prevent hasty (and nasty) e-mails being skimt ah act of anger of
unkindness. Remind children not to include private information in their user profiles.
- Remind students that e-mails can easily be made public by being forwarded to others;
they can even be altered and then forwarded.
- Remind students not to share passwords.

What is IMing:
- IMing is online chatting in real-time. Unlike chat rooms which involves use of a web
browser most IMing uses downloaded software, sucA@k instant messengedne
does not need aROL account to IM, because the software is free. Children create a user
name and a buddy list of acceptable OchattaésrGigning in, users are informed as to
which of their buddies are online and available to chat. Chatters can have private
conversations or group conversations, similar to a conference call.
- What are the problems with IMing? One is the time waste syndrome; chatting becomes
a convenient way to avoid homework. Second is the possibility of unknown Obuddies:
being added to the listhird is the pseudo-ADD quality of IMing; students become
easily distracted by the constant presence of IMing.

What is Cyberbullying:
- Cyberbullying can take many forms. Cyberbullies can and do use e-mail to send
harassing and threatening messaghsy can steal passwords to protect themselves by
sending the unkind notes using another studemtunt, or using another student®
account can be a form of cyberbullying.
- Cyberbullies can create websites that mock, torment, and harass Dtieferm of
torment can be in the form of blogs, bash boards, or rating websites.
- Why is cyberbullying so prevalent: First it is an interactive world away from adult
supervision; home is no longer a refuge from cruelty or peer pressure; anonymity means
freedom from responsibility or empathy
- What should be the response to cyberbullying: Keep a record of all e-mails or Internet
Messages; tell someone; doreply and certainly dohé@ply in anger; change e-mail
address if possible or block the sender

What is Social Networking:
- Personal Profile Pages-myspacdamebook or formspring.me
- Students list personal information including school, friends, interests, etc.
- Some go beyond by including inappropriate photos, frank sexual discussion, and by
leaving messages on other pages
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Suggestions to be shared with parents and for the classroom too

Take the time to see what your students and children are doing online
1.Parents should let their children teach them about the internet.
2.Parents should surf sites with their children.
3.Teachers and parents should help children assess the value and importance of the site.
4.Students should take the online drivers test at safesurfin.com/drive_ed.htm

Discuss responsible behavior
5.go over the rules of safe surfing
6.establish clear ground rules
7.post safety rules by the computer
8.Go toSafekids.confor a safety contract.

Compare Unsafe behavior offline to unsafe behavior online
9.talking to strangers
10.giving out personal information
11.getting into fights
12.lying to teachers and parents

Discuss appropriate use of common trouble zones
13.Chat RoomsJwitter, and GMail Messaging
14.Facebook and Social Networking Sites
15.E-mail (particularly from unknown sources) including issues of viruses, inappropriate
behavior , inappropriate links included in e-mail, jokes and chain letters
16.Adult websites

General Safety tips
17.Never give out personal information to people met online especially in public places
like chat rooms and bulletin boards, or even contests; personal information includes name,
age, school, address, phone numptures, financial information, passwords, siblimysO
parents@ame, sports participation or any other extracurricular activities, friends€3 or
personal information.
18.Never plan a face-to-face meeting alone with online acquaintances (male or female).
19.Never respond to ténsive or dangerous e-mail, chat, or messageboard
communications.
20.Tell parents or teachers about any online behavior that makes the student feel
uncomfortable
21.Advise parents to place their computer in the family room or another open area of their
home
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The Impersonal Computer
22.Impersonality creates false sense of security causing students to give out too much
information unknowingly
23.The impersonal quality of creating e-mail can lead to rude and even cruel behavior as
students and adults both seem to lose restraint and common courtesy when daahing of
e-mail.
24.Testing out new personalities, according to Nfofessor Sherryurkle, is a positive
aspect of chat rooms, MOOS, €ltis testing allows children to take on a new persona, to
test out whom they want to be, to break out of shyness or awkwardness.

Discuss the following What to do if... scenarios
25.Someone asks for personal information or makes you feel uncomfortable
26.A website asks for personal information (new legislation protecting children now
exists)
27.An e-mail has an attached file
28.You are flamed in a chatroom or messageboard

Filtering Software for home or School?

How Filtering Works and other options
29.Software looks for "dénsive" words or word patterns in context.
30.Software maintains a database of objectionable URLs which can be updated.
31.Software allows users to add sites or words to the list.
32.Some software allows user to control access so some topics can be allowed for
research.
33.Some software allows parents to create blocking systems unique to each child.
34.Cybersittercom has remote control software that allows parents to monitor their
children®computer use on their own computers so parents can watch what their children
are typing and they can get a daily update via e-mail.
35.Some software can prevent kids from typing their name, address or phone number into
the computer
36.Some software can set a timer\ab access becaugéeb surfing can be just as
addictive and just as time-consuminglaswatching. Or it can set a timer to allow web
surfing only during specific hours.
37.Some software will scan both incoming and outgoing e-A8IL, instant messaging,
and ICQ chats. OR it can block all e-mail or chatting.
38.Parents can use the safety features on their web browsers, child-friendly search
engines, family filters, and a safe home page.
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Websites that provide more information on digital citizenship

americalinksup.org bills itself as a kids online teach-in with links to two safe surfing discussion
boards, videos on safe surfing, safety tips, and links to kid friendly sites.

isafe.org provides monitored chats and messageboards for kids and teens, lesson plans for safe
surfing, and an internet safety e-mail newsletter

safekids.com states OyouOll find tips, advice and suggestions to make yoursfamity®
experience fun and productive.O It provides a free e-mail newsletter on safety tips, child safety
articles, a family contract for children and parents to sign and post on the cqrgpigtelines

for parents and children, directories of filtering software and ISPs and Safeteens.com.
safesurfin.com states OThis websga@ain goal is to help children, teenagers and adults
understand how to safely surf théeb so that using the Internet and being online is a safe and
fun experience.@een Celebrities give safety tips and there is an interactive quiz on safe surfing.
getnetwise.org provides an online safety guide, very helpful links to Internet Safety products,
sites for reporting problems, and an internet glossary

chatdanger.com provides information about chat rooms.

cyberbullying.og provides information for parents, children, and teachers

netfamilynews.ay is a wonderful blog analyzing digital citizenship issues and reporting on
internet safety issues.

connectsafelyrg provides safety tips and advice, forums, and news updates on digital
citizenship.

In discussing digital citizenship with parents, teachers must be careful to present both sides: if
the talk is all doom and gloom about formspring.me, Facebook and cyberbullying, then the other
side ofWeb 2.0 with all of its opportunities for collaboration, knowledge, global connections,

and creativity will be lost.

Students should be encouraged to become participatory activists using digital media. Consider
creating a Digital Citizenship course based on a three-tiered approach: the section on
participatory digital citizenship focuses on safety issues and concerns, cyberbullying, and
appropriate social media use; the second phase focuses on creation and collaboration with
discussions of copyright and fair use and the creation of digital content to be shared; the third
phase is social media for social good as students are encouraged to use their skills to create
content that will impact societtudents can pick local or global issues; but the key is to allow
them to follow their passions to learn the power of social media.
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Horace Mann expands its presence onlinBater and beyond
Tucker Caploe tweets on the story

With 140 characterf text, Twitter-ers have the ability to send OtweetsGr updatesthat are

availableto subscribergo an individual® feed.As of March 5th, the schoolhasmadeits own

Twitter page,hoping for what Humanwaredirector Sam Schalman-Begen calls a new kind of

sharing.OWnderfulthings are taking placeat HoraceMann,OHeadof SchoolTom Kelly said.

OV¢ shouldn@hy away from sharing portions of the experience with the communitygat@ar

Accordingto its website, Twitter, the free socialnetworkingandmicro-bloggingservice enables
its usersto Ocommunicatendstayconnectedhroughthe exchangef quick, frequentanswergo

one simple question: What are you doing?OBy creating a user name and password at

Twitter.com, userscan stay hyperconnectedat all times. Kelly said that HM@ use of Twitter

Ospeak our willingnessto embracenew technologyand our desireto shareinformationin a

timely manne©

The primary reasonthat HM beganusing Twitter and other new Internetsiteswasto keepthe
schoolrelevantwith today®emeging technologiesSchalman-Begensaidin anemailinterview
with The Record.OTvitter representsa greatway to highlight on-campusevents,as well as
mediacoverageof boththe schoolandalumni,Che said. Twitter alsofits with the school€desire
to go Ogreen@ndbecomemoreenvironmentallyconsciousSchalman-Begensaid. OMyhopeis
that we can decreaseall of the paper posted around the school and start to move to
announcements online.O

Studentsat HoraceMannwho useTwitter saidthattheywereled to the site afterfinding out that
public figures had pages.StephaniePark (10), a Twitter-er, wasintroducedto the websiteafter
seeinga link to arecordingartist®pageon PerezHilton.comNow a frequentusey Parksaidthat

she enjoys the ability to follow singers that she likes and see updates on what they are doing.
After tinkering around with his own Twitter page for the past few months, Technical and
Marketing Assistantfor the Dance and Theatre DepartmentsJonathanNye decidedto make
anotherTwitter pageto managethe HoraceMann TheatreCompany With Twitter, Oldon®have

to be a slave to my desktop or laptop,O Nye wrote in an erf&iétRecord.

Nye saidthatthe pagewasa key factorin sellingouttwo performancesf 42ndStreetthe spring
musical. Twitter was a more successfulform of advertisementthan Facebook,the social
networking site, and iContact, an email marketingtool. Ol like Twitter for the easeand the
limited amountof spaceavailable,just enoughspacefor a little reminder or spaceenoughto
provide a link to a news event,O he sHitk page currently has eight followers.

Participantsin the Habitat for Humanity® spring break trip gave Twitter a try by making
accountsthat they could updatefrom their cell phones,showing followers back home the
projectsthe studentswere tackling. Studentsinterviewedsaid they did not havethe chanceto
updatetheir pageswhile on thetrip, however Oltwould havebeenniceto useit onthetrip if we
had more time,OYasminRawlins (10) said. Other studentssaid that Twitter servesasa way to
revealtoo muchpersonainformation,andif theywereusers,t would not affect their livesin a
beneficialway. Oldon®needto know that muchaboutmy peersand| don®want my peersto
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know that much aboutme,OEliza Montgomery(12) said. Miguel Alonso-Lubell (10) said, Ol
don® use Twitter becausel don®feel like having to keep track of yet anothermedium of
communicationl think | would goinsanel would rathertalk faceto facewith someonghanput
my information on the Internet in yet another venue for everyone to see.O

RacheMWeiner(12), who postsvideoson herown YouTubechannel saidshehasdebatedyetting
a Twitter accountAccordingto Weiner Twitter is Oagreatsocialnetworkingsite becausét takes
all of the simplicity of Facebook,but gives you more creative control and the liberty to be
yourself.O

In the pastyear the schoolhasattemptedo expandits communityoutreachthroughtechnology
creatingaccountdor the schoolon Twitter, YouTube,Moodle,andPicasaa softwareapplication
for organizing and editing digital photos,said Technologyfaculty and staf. Kennersaid that
therehavebeenmixed reactiongo the school®YouTubechannebecaus®f theresultantdegree
of online exposure He explainedthat the channelnow servesas a way for the public eye to

know what our schoolhaschosento postversuswhat other peoplehave postedaboutus. OVé

can control what other people know about us,O he said.

Moodle, the free web applicationthat teacherscan useto createeffective online learningsites,
hasalsobeencalleda fantastictool this yearby studentsandfaculty interviewed.OMoodlés an
educationatool, wherethefocusis really on the interactiondbetweerstudentsteachersandthe
classroom,as opposedto the others [HM Online], where it is about communicatingwith
everyone,Gchalman-Begensaid. OMoodlds a way of extendingthe classroonsothatlearning
cantakeplace24 hoursa dayOKennersaid,Olthasbeenvery well receivedandwill continueto
grow pretty quickly. OOV¢ oftenreferto ourselvesasa communityhereandoneof the mostvital
aspectsof a community is the notion of sharing,08chalman-Bergen said. Severalstudents
interviewedsaidthata lack of knowledgeaboutTwitter is mainreasonasto why the site hasnot
had a huge &ct on students yet.

OReal-timeanicro-bloggingis somethingworth exploring,Kelly said. Olnthe end, thosewho
chooseo tweeton our behalfandthosewho choseto follow uswill helpshapewhatthis form of
communication looks like down the road.O

NAdditional reporting byWillie Stern

Polls conducted by Eden Sung (89m Emmons (10), andlex Ma (10)
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